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POLECOESTO TRIAL |
0N COAST AS A PY

Ex-Engineer at Hughes Pleads
Guilty and Is Expected to
Be Key State Witness . -
- ByJUDITHCUMMINGS .-
SpecialtoTheNew York Times - -
~ LOS ANGELES, Oct. 14— A spy tﬂal
sthat underscores the growing problem
.of espionage in Calilornia’s military-
technology industry opened in Federd
court here this week, K
The case, focused on thesale ol secra
information important to naticnal ‘se-
curity, was left with only one defendant |
after a guilty plea was entered by Wil--
liam Holden Bell, a farmer projects en--1
. gineer with Hughe Aircraft.
maining delendant is suspacted of b_eing~
aPolishspy.. =
As described by Amerxcan officials,
the case is rich with the elements of a
_'spy novel: A 6l.yearold engineer is
strained by the effort of pxovidmg the
good life for his new family ina seaside’
condominium. He is befriended by a
compatible young neighbor who eventu<,
ally offers cash and gold in exchange for.
documents on some of Hughes Alrcraft’s:

" withMr. Bell’shelp; in June.

- the Soviet Union.

,-11linois in two weeks when the authori-
‘tiesclosedin, -

" eral District Court before Judge David

.-Brewer Jr., has predicted a four-week

prosecution’skey witness.

‘thearrest. '
- has been focused on Mr. Bell, one of

" at Playa del Rey recalled Mr. Bell and
"Mr. Zacharski as-being pleasant family

) Zacha:sh grew, Mr. Bell confided that:

“documents, the atfadavit says; and of-

latest _wuponsand radar systems.w sk
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Mr. Bell, according to an alfidavit
filed by the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, was paid $110,000, mostly in 3100
bills and gold coins, for the information.
Hzand the suspected spy werearrested,

Marian W. Zacharski, the suspected
spy, could get life imprisonment if con-
victed. He is accused of two counts of
conspiring to gather and deliver mili-
tary information to the Polish Govern-
ment and, int2lligence oﬁxcxals assnme.

Mr. Zacharski, a Polish cmzem, was
following the outline for a version of the
American success story untxl he wasar-
rested.

: havmg delivered them to Polish agents
"in 1979 and 1989.

At the a\'g'e of 29, he had ]ust been

. named head of the Pohsh American Ma- :

chinery Corporation, S0 percent owned'
by the Polish Govemment He was to |
move to the company’s headquartersin |

Jury selection began this week in Fed.

V. Kenyon. The Assistant United States.
Attorney prosecuting the case, Robert S.

trial. Mr. Béu isexpec:edtobethe

_ HelsDenled Ball

Mr Zacharski was denied bail a!‘ter .

the authorities said he might try toleave
the country or seek consular refuge. His
lawyer, Edward Stadum of San Francis-
co, complamed that-Mr. Zacharski had
been held :n maximum secunty since

Most of the 'attennm bers, however,

thousands of workers employed here by
strategic’ aemspace ‘and - e!ectrmics
companies.

The interest is generated because Mr
Bell’s situation, before his involvement
with Mr. Zacharsh seemed so unre-
markadble. .

- Other residents of the condomimum

men, tennis partners who could be ob-
served keeping watch over the children,
in the pool: Mr. Bell, recently remarried
toa woman witha s-yw-old child, had
worked at Hughes for 29 years, rising to
a radar project manager with a “se-
cret’” . clearance..+ According -to the
F.B.I.;as Mr. Bell’s friendship with Mr.

he was worried about- debts- for the
apartment and a new car. The younger-
.man expressed an interest in. Hughw

fered a contract: $3,000 a month in

‘phrase for identifying coutacts: “Aren t

in photographing a promised project :

.United States currency plus alump sum
of3$60,000ayear. " "o T

 The F.B.IL. saldthatearlymlmum-
ceived information that secret Hughes
documents had been turned over to Pol-
‘ish agents Hughes. was developing
projects it hoped to.sell to the United
States Government...The company
helped and the trail led to Mr. Bell. He
was dismissed by Hughes and after he
was cenfronted, he agreed to cooperate-
mthemvatxganon

In the affidavit, the F.B.1. said that
¥r. Bell admltted having photographed
cocuments with a special camera and

in four trips to Austria and Switzerland
He said he had.been ngen a.code

youa friend of Marian?”

In June, equipped with a voica record-
ing devxoe Mr. Bell visited Mr. Zachar- |
ski at his apartment, the affidavit said. !
Theydiscussed the American's progress

and anew target wasdescribed. . ;

In his guilty plea, Mr. Bell said he |
gave Polish agents a copy ot a document
caliled **Dual Purpose Weapon System
Study Effort Final Report,” a 1979
project stamped “'secret.”” :

He faces a maximum of 10 )ears m
prisonanda 310,000 fine. - -
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